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< CASEY ACKNOWLEDGES BACKLOG IN SECURITY RECHECKS FOR INTELLIGENCE WORKERS
) BY MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN .
WASHINGTON: -
o

Directar William C acknowledges that, despite rising concern gver
intelligent® IPIKS, every U.S. Intelligence agency he gversees i< tehing
sChedule 1n reinvestigating 1ts employees for SeCurity risks.

Casey blamed a recent spate of Intelligence leaks gn
discipline in the gavernment, Arimarily.
0fficials need far news grganizations tg
secrets leaked to them, while the gavernm

3 breakdown n

" But he said tg solve the problem
exercise restraint in Publishing
ent tries tg get its gwn house 1n

During the interview, the: officials played down their recent threats of

criminal prosecution against news arganizations which print secrets about the
gathering of cammunications intelligence and e '
warning they had issued only the night before

espionage trial of faormer NSA communications expert Ronald Pelton.

Casey said, "We recognize that the first line of defen
q15cipline within gavernment ltself, ta control the flow of sensitive
infarmation Within the gavernment. "He was asked whether the y.5. Intelligence
agencies he supervisgs as director of central intellxgence, which includes

virtually all of them, were years behind schedule in cohducting routine riew
polygraph tests ang background checks of .their employees. .

"I think thgyﬁré Behingd schedule, vyeah. But it'varies how far, "

5e i{s to increase

Casey said.

Odom responded: "That's the kind of quéstion'l don't want 0 ‘pursue."Last
year, the gavernment admitted in federal court that Larry Wu-taj Lhin, a Chinese
Commun1st spy inside CIA for three decades, had taken anly ane polygraph

test after he was emplayed, although CIA tries tg redo them every five years.
Chin passed the test, even though he had amassed extensive persanal holdings
that could have heen pPicked up by a reinvestigation. :

Nevertheless, casey said, "We're adding resagures right along. It's a long
procsss. Yaou've got to train palygraphers.“The Pentagan, which trains the =
largest number of gavernment polygraph operataors, has testified that it can anly
manage to conduct 3,500 additional tests €ach year. There are 4.3 million
federal emplayees with dCCess ta classified information.

nr

[t's not something we can dg overnight," Gates said.

way."Casey said he and Odam had taken extragrdinary steps _
weeks to dissuade news organizations from publishing Intelligence secrets

because: "Every methad we have af gotaining intelligence _ qur agents, qur
relationships with gther intelligence SEervices, our'photographic, our

- electranic, qur communicatiaons capabilities - have been damaged. Everyane of
them has been severely damaged by dtsclosures, ' '

. “"‘“.b.?: 'd )

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/21 : CIA-RDP99-01448R00030122003



..;—'/ '

-

“

. : DP9O- 01220038-0
Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/21 : CIA-RDP99 01448RQ003 | > ..

"This 1s costing the taxpayers billions ang billiaons of dollarsg and, mare
impartantly, Americans' and our national security are at Flsk."Casey ang Gates
both said there were agents who had not been heard from after tne,
1ntellxgence~gathering Qperations had been discloseq in this cauntry, They
declined to provide details. ' - '

Complaining that news organizations had unfairly accuseg the'government af
trying to restrict freedam of the press, Gates described what the intelligence
officials were seeking, '

v “What we're arter is ... an acceptance of the notion that the megia goes have
@ responsibility tg the country to be careful about these kinds af things.

"And second, to convey to you all that when you hear these things which we
are trying to stop caming aut of the gavernment ... that you Bbe Willing to
Consult with ys, Hopefully if it is a Serious problem we can Persuade yay ngt ¢q
‘use 1t at all. But if you Insist on going dhead-7.. to try tg develep a way gf
conveying what you want tg say that minimizes the damage and the rjgk ta gur
squrces."The interview came as administratiaon saurces, insisting gn anonymity,
described the Justice Department as extremely reluctant tg comply with Casey's
recent request that NBC News be prasecuted for reporting that Pelton told the
Soviet Union about an expensive technical method of eavesdrapping Involving the
use of American submarines. - v .

. The Justice Department has used the law only against government employges whg

spied and never against 3 news Qrganization, and the saurces said Justice
believed 1t would be very difficult to convict d News organizatign.

A day earlier, Casey and Odam hag cautioned reporters at the Peltaon trial in
Baltimare "against speculation and reparting details beyond the information
actually released at trial."Legal experts inside anc Cutside the Jovernment
quickly pointed out that the government had ng POwer to regulate "speculation"
Oy news arganizations, ‘

Althdugh they complained about the criticism of their statement, poth Casey'
and Odom tempered the remarks a bit on Thursday.

"If I had it to dg agver again, I might not use that ward,"Casey saig. [
might use ‘extrapalation.’ ' Odom added, "There's nothing in there that $3ays we're
Joing to try to prosecute anybody based on Speculatian. White House Spokesman
Edward Djerejian tald reporters today, "Speculation 1s 3 very laose term ang in

- N0 way do we mean tg Imply by the use gf speculation grior Aress censarship ar
N any way infringing on the freedam of the Aress ta report infarmation and
gvents. [ do igree that a better word than 5peculation could have peen
found."Casey 214 ddom were asked why in the Peltan trial the gavernment ;s
attempting 3 pratect Information that is widely known tg U.S. reporters and
widely believec “3 ge known tao the Sgviet Uniaon _ such as the wiretapping by
U.S. agents af “2lephones at the Soviet Embassy here,

Odam saig the gavernment was faced with the aangef af giving up d series af

segmingly Innocucus pieces of Infarmation “fact By fact unty} yOu cross through
the line withaut ever Knowing 1t, and the dccumulation of facts adds Up ta a new
body of infarmatign.® ‘
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